ccording to MerriamWebster Dictionary, the word community has several definitions, with the overarching one being "a unified body of individuals" [1] . I investigated this definition as I spent some time reflecting on the passing of IEEE Microwave Theory and Techniques Society (MTT-S) President Prof. Tom Brazil; it seems to me that the MTT-S is not only a society of technical professionals but also a "unified body of individuals" seeking a common set of goals: the advancement of microwave technology.
Upon the passing of a leader such as Prof. Brazil, this sense of community immediately came to the fore as we all shared our thoughts and remembrances, our interactions with him over the years, and the road ahead. As I write this column, the 2018 IEEE MTT-S International Microwave Symposium (IMS2018) begins in a few days, and numerous tributes to Prof. Brazil have been scheduled during the symposium. Moreover, in this issue, the MTT-S Memorials Committee provides a poignant "In Memoriam" column that summarizes Prof. Brazil's major accomplishments over the course of his career.
In This Issue
This issue of IEEE Microwave Magazine spotlights a series of focused cover features on the microwave and RF technologies being deployed for Internet of Things (IoT) applications and, specifically, those that make objects "smart." Guest Editor Prof. Luca Roselli has gathered five articles spanning a wide range of smart microwave technologies that are currently employed in and/or show promise for future IoT applications. Prof. Roselli introduces these articles in his "From the Guest Editor's Desk" column, and the authors themselves provide much greater detail as they explain the technologies we will eventually see in our Internet-connected world.
In addition to our regular columns describing MTT-S acti vities globally as well as a welcome from the European Microwave Week general chair and cochair, the issue introduces a new column titled "Women in Microwaves." This column was proposed to me back in January 2018 by Dr. Wenquan Che. As current MTT-S President Prof. Dominique Schreurs points out in her "President's Column," this is another way to support this active group of microwave engineering professionals. I would like to thank the staff at IEEE for their help in creating the design for the new column.
The MTT-S is a global Society, and this issue's "Around the Globe" columns come from two international contributors. In addition, the MTT-S Education Committee provides a column announcing the winners of the Graduate Student Fellowships; these are the future leaders of the Society, so let us wish them well in their research endeavors.
As one member of the MTT-S community, I hope you enjoy this issue of the magazine and come away feeling just a little bit "smarter."
